1/9/63 



J ernes bepburn; nerve ramarre; iMllifipe; 

Topaz 



1 a sic those of you to shorn 1 send this memorandum to please keep it 
entirely to your solves unless, separately, 1 suggest ethers with •hem I would 
like you to consult. If -vny cf y u respond, 1 »,oulo appreciate e carton to me 
c/o “oui s Ivon, for it is possible tr.ot 1 may go to Kew Orleans next week. I do 
consider it not beyond , possibility that this matter may srx-ise in surprising 
form there and I wouTtr 1 ^- be es prepared for that eventuality as possible. 

Taking the Uephurn story literally, we hive those alternatives: 

./>t a time when trench policy ie not congenial to that of the '"nitefi 
States (remember the gold crisis?) we have franc h intelligence agents operating 
openly (at least Lamarr© , and ho did hev«- a numb, r cf .'laoriesm .-.saociftes), 
with no official interference. IhatUer or not the JSsorican citizens actually 
violated the law, there it e foreign— agents registration, act, end it. could 
readily have been invoked. If was not. From this I conduce that either those 
proclaiming themselves French intelligence ere not or they were engaged in 
activities not unwelcome to US intelligence. I suggest we bear in mind that, 
rather than aiding e foreign-intelligence involvement, these people made it 
explicit virtually fro®, toe first. Uish their knowledge of -American law, I be- 
lieve this is not Innocent, s>e is their failure tc clart those young sad in- 
experienced Americano of the potential of collaboration, Another alternative 
is that, whether or not of serious purpose, the LB government may yet act, 
possibly soon and not unconnected with the pending &6W "rlcsns trial. They 
c«n file a gtnorsi charge, get the publicity end collateral benefits, end 
later drop the charges. I think, were ± erne of tho 5 €j involved, 1 would consult 
counsel - share 1 live. If ?<a take the doctrine end props gsndo of the book 
and the movie at fees value, they ars in violent opposition to the official 
and resolutely-held position of tie US gevermn-nt. 1 do not for one minute 
believe this is the purpose, for 3 do believe the operation may well be Clh. 
However, the failure of the US agencies to do anything when it was so possible 
snd could be no hurtful, unless they j...re sv/siting wket they regard cs >■ more 
propitious aoment, does requii-e thought. I think the probability they are in 
accord with the purposes© f this operation is high, ss ie their involvement. 

One of those credited in the fcook(s) is 1'Mllippe, identified by 
some of you who have met him ae tbs former heed of French intelligence in the 
U. S. I have been able to check with an old sad trusted French friend, it is 
his recoll&cti&n that, in fact, this is so, that, the men "Phillippe’' was 
actually stationed in Washington under the cover or .on embassy attache. I 
expect to hear further from him, with tbs real same cf this man. 

This mskeetths lack of eryk official US action more suspect - unless 
there is & reason foi it. Bovine confirmee, the pound. bility that the identifica- 
tion cf ihdllippe is dependable, x gve that some thought end concluded that 
he might have been in actuality or in spirit e double agent, officially that 
of *renee but spiritually hast of the "liberal” part of CI.v. One Candida te 
comos immediately to mind: the eenrtel character of Tbpaz, the I©on Urls 
misrepresentation cf the Cuban Miaqle Crisis. The t work is gfetiroly consistent 
with 01* interest. ~‘y recollection of runt character, as portrayed in that 
book, mokes him consistent with the seeming descriptions ond prerequisites, 
^earing also on this is the information I brave picked up {snd I cannot 
vouch for it) that these mar. are "former" French intelligence. 
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My recollection of Topaz soy ts undependable because 1 wok not 
impressed by it, because 1 considered it not less than send.- official and 
quite possibly inspired Cl a propaganda, and because the representation of 
rue t» r e vixoUf*^* r x -..■call i»uti reason i#ne hero hue sucn a rough trine 

beck in rran.ee not really credible. It is .ay recollection Ur is ssys they 
were pro-Russian. ..side from the leek of eny reason to believe it, the 
history end tradition of the agency is contrary, I'his spurious explanation 
would not only be an excellent cover “or official suspicion he was Gin 
( which is consistent with the admissions of other parts of tte book), 
it alec served to promote Gil beliefs end interests. 

In any event, the normal embellishments of a novel considered, 
l believe it in cert- inly tenable to hypothesize that "Phillipe” is the 
hero of ’‘Topaz'’ , Mist if this is the oast, there is an entirely different 
perspective to "Fsrer.-ell aj®. rice" in its various forms, and that it would 
ba foolhardy to assume we have heard the end of it. Its by- for worst 
potential remains. I therefor would encourage those of you who siey have 
either knowledge or suspicions to communicate them to me c>s expeditiously 
ts possible . I have ashed some of you who hove net him for a description. 
Perhaps there or-, things .e sold that may bear on the above theory. In that 
event, 1 would appreciate tltora. 1 suggest that if my suspicion is correct, 
nothing i,- lost if your letter or cell is intercepted, for that will not bo 
knowledge to the interceptor. There may be much to bo gained by my having 
thit knowledge, for the possibility of c dramatic confrontation with this 
operation docs exist, ana if we cannot meet it the result may be ruinous. 

'■Chose of you who hove had a very high security consciousness might, 
1 believe, ask yourselves if it is possible for us to learn eny thing the 
other side does not already known. If not, wo hurt only ourselves by not 
sharing it, for if they learn it they learn uc thing whereas if wo do not, 
one or rnoro of us, we may lose much. Their knowledge of our knowledge doss 
net outweigh the advantage of our sharing it. 



Sincerely, 



keisberg 



Harold 




